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Can You Answer
This?
Questions Youth Are Asking Today
by C. Mervyn Maxwell
Chairman, Department of Church History
Andrews University

HOW CAN I KNOW GOD?
Q. How can a person really become acquainted
with God as a personal Friend? I've heard it preached
over and over that God is our personal Friend, but
He just doesn't seem to be such to me. I think I love
God, and I believe Christ is my personal Saviour; but
I just can't seem to get on fire for Him.
A. I dare say you do not spend enough time out
where God is.
In Jesus, God came to show the world what kind
of person He is and where He likes to work. Jesus left
heaven and came to seek out the lonely and needy. If
you want to get better acquainted with God, find people who are in need, in a nearby ghetto, in your dormitory, or even in your own family (neglected little
brothers and sisters, for instance, or forgotten grandparents ), and start working to help fill their needs
and to fill their loneliness with your friendliness. As
you seek for ideas to help them, you will find yourself
praying to God for help and thanking God for success
—more meaningfully than you have prayed before.
If you want to get really acquainted with God, get
out among the needy people for that is where God is.
CAN YOU TRUST BIBLE HISTORY?
Q. I just can't see how people can still insist that
the Bible is inspired. They may have had reason to
think this years ago, but now New Testament textual
criticism has shown beyond any doubt that the same
incident is often described by different writers in as
many different ways. The Bible is just an ordinary
book to me. I say the Bible simply cannot be trusted
for its historical contents.
A. The assassination of John F. Kennedy has been
treated differently by every author who has dealt with
the subject. For instance, some have seen a conspiracy,
others, one lonely fanatic, causing the death of the
President, and so on. All these reports leave some
question as to the precise way in which the President
was shot, but they do not leave a shred of doubt about
the historical fact that the President was indeed shot.
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Should time last a thousand years from now, archaeologists finding a shelf of twentieth-century books on
the Kennedy assassination would be all the more convinced that the assassination occurred by the very fact
that men with different points of view all agreed on
this at least, that he had been shot.
In the Bible different writers occasionally give different details about the same historical event. For example, in the Gospels Mark says that the second
person who tempted Peter to deny Christ was the same
woman who tempted him the first time. Matthew says
it was a different woman. Luke says it was a man. All
agree, however, on the fact that Peter was tempted
three times to deny his Lord.
If all the writers gave identical word-for-word reports, critics could say we don't have three accounts
but only one—and then ask with a sneer, how can we
trust one witness? So God provided us with three
or four witnesses, and permitted variations in historical minutiae in order to convince us that we do have
different witnesses.
WHICH DAY IS THE REAL SABBATH?
Q. There's this square in my room at school (he's a
real interesting guy in many ways) who's all the time
spouting off about Saturday. I guess he's a member
of your church. He says Christians ought to keep Saturday as the Sabbath. I say the calendar has been
changed so many times God doesn't care which day
we keep. This clams him up, because he doesn't know
what to say next; but I'll have to admit he's made me
curious. Can we really know which day is the Sabbath?
A. Indeed we can. Several ancient historians outside the Bible tell us that the Sabbath which the Jews
—and Jesus—kept in New Testament times was Saturday. I will select the Roman historian Frontinus. In his
book Stratagems, a work on military strategy written
about A.D. 97, he reports that in the Jewish War, A.D.
66-70, the Roman armies attacked Jerusalem "on the
Day of Saturn, on which it is forbidden the Jews to
do anything serious, and prevailed."
A Christian writer around 155, Justin Martyr, says

emphatically that Jesus died on the day before Saturday and arose on Sunday, the day after Saturday.—
Apology 67.
The point is, the day that Jesus kept as the Sabbath is unquestionably identified with Saturday, and
from Christ's day to ours—contrary to any rumors you
may have heard—there simply has been no change in
the weekly cycle. This is a plain matter of fact. The
Bible Sabbath coincided with Saturday in Christ's time
and does so today.
HOW CAN GOD BE AN EXAMPLE TO ME?
Q. All this business about Jesus being our example
seems so unreal to me. Of course He was able to be
perfect; He was God. I'm not God. So how do Christ's
victories prove anything about my being able to be
good?
A. Jesus was God while on earth; you are right
there. In several places the Bible says He was God,
especially in John 1:1-3.
But the Bible also says, in Philippians 2, that when
Jesus became a man He "emptied Himself" ( RSV ),
and Hebrews 2:17 adds that when He became a man,
He was "made like His brethren in every respect."
RSV.
This means that when Jesus became a man He
became a real man and voluntarily chose to limit Himself to the exercise of those divine powers which are
available to men. In fact, He may have limited Himself
even more than we are limited. In John 14:12 He told
us that through faith in Him, Christians are able to
do even greater miracles than He permitted Himself
to do.
So it is that although Jesus was God while He was
also man, by His own deliberate choice He gave Himself no advantage over us—so that He could be our
example. Jesus did truly come to show us that human
beings, aided by the heavenly Father through faith,
can overcome all their sins.
With God's help, you can be as good as Jesus was.
You really can. You can do all things through Christ
who strengthens you. See Philippians 4:13.
WHY DOESN'T TITHING WORK?
Q. My husband and I have tithed regularly. We
thought God would "pour us out a blessing" like the
Bible says. My husband works night and day. But his
business just can't keep up with inflation, and it looks
as though he's going to have to give it up and go look
for a job. We feel terribly defeated. We believe the
Bible, but we can't understand what's happened to the
tithing promises.
A. Look again at what God has and has not promised. He has not promised specifically to keep any
certain business firm in operation. What He has promised to the person who pays a faithful tithe is to "pour
you out a blessing" and to "rebuke the devourer."
Malachi 3:10, 11. Somewhere else (Isaiah 33:16) He
has also promised to see that your bread and water
will be sure.

A "blessing" is not necessarily success or money. A
blessing is something that is good for you. Health is
good for most people, but some men "come to themselves" and find God only when they lose their health.
The same is true about money; a lack of it at times
can be a real blessing.
You say nothing about starving yet, so I take it
God is still keeping His "bread and water" promise.
It is my faith that when your husband goes to look
for a job, he will find one that he likes and that gives
him more time for his family and the church than
operating his own business has done, and that soon
you will be thanking God for the tithe payer's "blessing" after all.
BEING POPULAR
Q. When I first came to the school I now attend, all
the kids seemed to like me. But now only two or three
of them seem to care about me anymore. What's the
matter?
A. To very few people is it given to be very popular. It's a waste of time to pine for popularity, and
it hurts us and makes us unhappy. Besides, worrying
about popularity has a tendency to make us even less
likely to become popular.
Almost everyone wants to be popular, and this is
a fact that can help you. If you will show yourself
friendly to other teen-agers—who, like yourself, want
to be popular—some of them will so much appreciate
your friendliness that they will come to like you, and
you will find yourself more popular than you are now.
GOD AND INGERSOLL
Q. For outside reading in a course in American culture I have just finished a book by Bob Ingersoll,
the great agnostic. But when I returned it to the
high school library, I saw a copy of "Signs of the
Times" lying on a table and flipped through it. Did I
nearly flip! Do people still believe all this stuff about
a God up in heaven? If anybody was inspired, Ingersoll was; not those old prophets who worshiped a God
of fire and thunder and an ever-burning hell.
A. Bob Ingersoll's father was a straitlaced Puritan
who loved God all right, but who taught his son
that the sovereign Deity choked hell with sinners
in order to enhance His own glory and who selected
those who were to burn, long before they were born.
To young Bob the attic of his home was filled with
a glowering, angry God, and the basement with
wretches writhing in flames.
If I had grown up in the Ingersoll home, I would
likely have turned agnostic myself.
For a more realistic concept of God, why not try
reading the Bible next? I recommend Isaiah 40, Matthew 5 to 7, 1 Corinthians 13, and even Jonah, one
of the books Ingersoll made fun of. ( Jonah, one of
the "old prophets" you referred to, thought God was
too kind to punish sinners!) I think you will find a
God in the Bible who was totally unknown to Ingersoll—and who, incidentally, you just might find attractive after all.
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